Our Current Wish List
We have regular recurring supply needs. The following
items are our current high priorities.
•

Purina Pro Plan Adult
Dog Food

•

Purina One Adult Cat
Food

•

HE Laundry Detergent

•

Clumping Cat Litter

•

Kleenex

•

Antibacterial Hand Soap

•

Gallon Zip Lock Bags

Barb Hooper, Cat Lady Extraordinaire
Interviewed by Barb Jansz

Barb Hooper’s love of animals started with her father’s beautiful
hunting dog, a Lab, re-named Digger, who, it turned out, could
dig, but couldn’t hunt, so he became Barb’s dog. That love of Labs
continued as Barb and her husband Don raised their four
children in Glen Ellyn with two more fabulous black Labs - Doc,
named after an orthodontist friend of Dr. Hooper’s and Ben.
Before Barb and Don retired and moved to Galena, the last old
Lab, Ben, died. A neighbor said, “You need a cat,” and talked her
into a Calico kitten who had been thrown onto the street in her
neighborhood. “ I don’t know anything about cats,” Barb told her
persistent neighbor. The neighbor said,” “I can teach you
everything you need to know in ten minutes.” Soon this beautiful
calico, Kitte, settled into 21 happy years with the Hoopers.
Kitte evidently influenced Barb’s desire to help other needy cats. For more than ten years she and Edie Eichmeier
coordinated feedings, shelters, heated water and straw during winters, and spay and neutering days for feral cats that
lived near the garbage dump in the Galena Territory.
That soon led to helping the newly formed Safe Haven Humane Society. At that time the cats were housed in Stockton
and Barb and Edie would devote each Tuesday to caring for the cats by laundering their beds, cleaning their cages, and
just playing with them to make them more adoptable. The dream of a full time Safe Haven shelter to house dogs and cats
was just a dream. Adoptions would take place over the phone with careful reference checks and then drives to Rockford
to meet Chicago adopters. Adoption Fairs were also held in downtown Galena by Washington Park. Dogs were in foster
homes, many cared for at George and Merilee Hejna’s Farm.
Barb also fostered many kittens and cats in her home, with
Don never being quite thrilled or sure what would come home
next. Little Richard, a tiny, sick black kitten soon arrived. Dr.
Wade said with the proper care, Richard could be saved,
which was all Barb needed to hear. One day Little Richard was
ready to go to the Adoption Fair, Don said, “Where are you
taking that kitten?” When he heard that Little Richard was
ready to find a new home, he said, “Oh, no, don’t take him
anywhere. You have four cats and now I have one!”
After Barb’s husband died, Little Richard then ten, went to live
with son, John Hooper, flying a first class window seat to
Washington state. Now, at age 19, he continues to live the
good life with John in Portland, Oregon.
Over the years Barb has seen the dream of a permanent
shelter come true. She was so thrilled to tour Safe Haven’s new addition this spring. Along with the many volunteer roles
she also served on Safe Haven’s board for nine years.
Barb’s current companion is her beautiful fifteen year old cat. ”Lucy is a bit nasty, like Lucy Brown in Peanuts. I tend to go
for the needy animals, the ones no one else would adopt,” laughs Barb.
Barb Hooper, thank you for your many years of service that has brought Safe Haven to where it is today.
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We are grateful and honored to be
among the area Shelters named as
beneficiaries of the Estate of David J.
Hurd of Morrison, Illinois.

We love hearing how our
cats and dogs are doing in
their new homes. Please
write us and give us some
great stories to share!

Mail Bag

ME
Bella
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Safe Haven's Puppy Love
By Tricia Bianchetta
It all started on March 26 when Safe Haven rescued
Miracle and her litter of eight puppies from
Jacksonville, Illinois and transported them safely
home to Safe Haven. This lovely mom and her oneday old litter captured our hearts from the moment
they arrived at our facility.
The staff willingly took on the additional
responsibilities of caring for eight puppies and the
constant cleaning involved. It is a daunting task and I
witnessed the care, compassion, and love Safe
Haven’s staff gave Miracle and her puppies. If you
follow us on Facebook (of course you do!), you
probably watched for the weekly video episodes of
“Safe Haven’s Puppy Love.”
You too had your hearts stolen by Miracle and her litter as you watched
them develop from infancy to busy toddlers. All eight puppies almost
immediately had Forever Homes anxiously awaiting for the day they could
bring their puppies home. Meanwhile, Mommy Miracle had a Secret
Admirer at Safe Haven from the time she arrived and it worked out that
this Secret Admirer and her family chose to be Miracle’s Forever Home
and Forever Family.
Miracle truly has one of the loveliest temperaments we’ve ever witnessed
in a dog. A miracle indeed! Safe Haven was contacted by the same Animal
Control in Jacksonville, Illinois in late April to inquire if we would rescue
Miracle’s mom, Anya, and Miracle’s litter mate and sister, Luna. We did
rescue the rest of this family. Her sister, Luna, and her Mom, Anya, have
pleasant dispositions too. At one point, we had three generations of this
family with us- Miracle and her sister, Luna, their mom Anya, and Miracle’s
eight puppies.

Now, that’s a “doggone” family reunion! We
all love a “feel good” story and Safe Haven
was fortunate to be part of this story. This
special litter and its extended family have
left a paw print on our hearts and we will
be forever grateful.
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The Shelter Manager’s report at Safe Haven’s Annual Meeting at Horsepower Farms, May 19th, 2019:
As the Manager at Safe Haven, I suppose I get a unique perspective of the day to day happenings at the shelter. Like any other
shelter, we experience the good, the bad, and the ugly that just comes along with rescuing animals. I feel we are very fortunate
that the good far outshines anything else. Our customers who come in looking to adopt always comment on how nice our
shelter is… that it has a very homey feel. Our lobby provides a lot of happy greetings, proving that we are fundamentally
successful in the eyes of the homeless cats and dogs, and for the potential adopters.
Currently we have a very good example of this. People are coming in to see the 8 Mastiff Mix Puppies and it’s great to see
people of all ages so delighted. Or they are enjoying them on Facebook as well. Everywhere I go, people ask me about the
puppies. I love that the community takes an interest in us even if they aren’t able to adopt a pet right now. We are still
providing people with positive interactions in their community.
There are lots of little occasions like this. We are continuing to strengthen alliances with other rescue groups. We have
transporters from the Shreveport, Louisiana area that are delighted that we continue to be able to help them, that the animals
they work so hard to save from kill- shelters are able to come to our facility and get a second chance. And they always bring
the sweetest little souls with them. I swear those dogs know they are being saved.
Recently we started a new friendship with a small cat rescue who was over-the-moon grateful that we took the last two cats
that were left over from a hoarding situation. The lady who brought them to us, her name is Anita, she worked really hard to
get over 20 cats from that one home to safe places. She told me that she started crying when I told her I named the cats Anita,
after her, and Twilight after the name of her rescue group.
Lots of other little moments happened during all of the construction, as we were blessed that the crew we had love animals
too. A lot of the workers donated their own fixtures to us, spare parts, even a new clothes dryer, and free advice and
suggestions.
There are also a lot of unsung heroes giving to the animals in their own way to help Safe Haven. One example was at Maifest, a
teenage boy came up to me at the end of the event while we were packing up, with a wad of cash and very sincerely wanted to
make sure I received it for the animals. It was so sweet, it was 5 singles, but I could tell this was a lot to him. Probably the only
cash he had on him.
There are also the big blessings that we are thriving from…that we have been able to have an addition and renovation, and not
only have our dreams come to life but it gives us confidence for the future success of Safe Haven.
So that is the recent past, and presently we have very dedicated employees and volunteers. They go above and beyond to
provide the best care for our animals. We can always use more, but the ones that we do have are giving their all.
Going forward we are continuing to provide a great meeting place for animal lovers and their future pets. We are continuing to
work with all of our connections and are looking forward to new ones. We were just invited to be part of Best Friends’ Network
and their mission to ‘save them all by 2025’ by analyzing the data of all network members’ statistics. This program is called
Animal Shelters Count and we have started providing them with our adoption numbers. I’m excited to learn more about this
new program at a seminar at the Praire States Animal Welfare Conference in early June. (UPDATE: We attended and learned
numerous things that we have already started implementing.)
Currently for 2019, we have adopted out 47 pets. 32 dogs and 15 cats. In the next couple weeks, we will be adopting out the 8
puppies as well as some of the other adult dogs and cats and kittens as well. (UPDATE: as of 7/27/19 we have adopted out 76
pets. 52 dogs and 24 cats.) Safe Haven’s future looks bright and I can’t thank everyone enough for their support. Thank you.

-Jeannette Thraen

Shag and Wag Trail Run to Benefit Safe Haven Saturday September 28th
Sign up at the “Shag N Wag” Shullsburg Wisconsin starting at 9:30
“Breakfast of Champions” sponsored by Moon Valley Pet Lodge featuring baked goods and Bloody Mary’s and Mimosas (for small
freewill donation).
From Shullsburg riders will be directed to the participating establishments in Gratiot, South Wayne, Apple River, Scales Mound, and
New Diggings.
Box lunches will be provided at South Wayne stop.
Contests and prizes at each stop.
$25 per rider which includes lunch and Breakfast of Champions.
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Kind Hearted Kids is more than Fun!
Safe Haven Humane Society may be small, but we are a vital
charitable organization serving Jo Daviess County and the
surrounding area. Over 140 dogs and cats each year are
surrendered to us for a wide variety of reasons.
For example, people say they don’t have the time or patience
for training a pet, or that the pet they chose wasn’t the right
match after all, or perhaps they weren’t prepared for the
changes to their lifestyle, or they simply changed their mind.
These are all sad reasons to surrender a pet. Unfortunately,
many people don’t realize the huge commitment that pet
ownership requires in return for a loyal four-legged
companion. Those of us who have experienced the
unconditional love of a pet understand that our pet is so
much more than one of our possessions.
Part of Safe Haven’s mission statement is “...to increase awareness of the humane treatment
of animals and promote spay/neuter programs to reduce the overpopulation of cats and dogs
in Jo Daviess County.” A key to attaining this goal is through education of our younger
generation. Specifically, we believe that Kindhearted Kids Character Education is
“...committed to developing responsible citizens of strong character who care for, respect, and
appreciate people, animals, and the environment.” We are fortunate to have the original
developers and researchers, Kristin Woodward-Vassan and Beverly Graves, located in nearby
Dubuque. We have a positive working relationship with them and appreciate their support.
I’ve had the opportunity to teach the Kindhearted Kids Program to second graders in the
nearby Scales Mound School District. Safe Haven sponsored the program in 2018 and we
partnered with the Scales Mound Parent Boosters to offer the program to second graders
again in Spring of 2019. Each student receives a stuffed dog or cat, a pet journal, and a pet
carrier. In essence, the students become foster pet parents during the five-week program.
As a former elementary teacher and retired
elementary school principal, I believe that instilling
the values of kindness, respect, and responsibility in
our younger generation is crucial to shaping the way
children treat all living things.
This newsletter features photos of the Two by Two
Kindhearted Kids Character Education Program in
action with Scales Mound second graders. If you
would like to sponsor this worthwhile program by
donating, please go to our website at www.
safehavenforpets.org and designate “Two by Two”
in the description box under general donations.
Thank you for your support and for caring about animals.
Have a Pawsitively Purfect Summer and Fall!

Page 6

Birdies for Charity
We wish to thanks all the members who suppported our Birdies for Charity program at the John Deere Classic TPC
Golf Tournament this year. Once again they helped us raise in donations and pledges over $20,700 dollars - and
that’s before the bonus is added in!. This program has made a big difference for us.
George & Audrey Bilek

John & Jane Klinkner

Debra Sexton & Mark Linton

Brian and Mary Brandt

Arthur & Susan Landen

Dan & Cherie Smith

Mike & Leslie Buck

Patricia McGarvey

Sam & Lynda Smith

Jennie Cliff

Steve & Wendy Meyer

Dana & Thomas Spear

August Comella

Gaylord & Starr Novak

Marcia & Ken Thompson

John & Nancy Danico

Bill & Jan Price

Doug & Linda Weeder

John & Kay Day

Tim & Susan Rapinchuk

Glenn & Susan White

Judy Decker

Helen Regnier

Marie Wright & Nancy Willett

Linda Dudgeon

Thomas & Marcia Samocki

Jim & Diane Wills

Jack & Rose Hilby

Susan & William Schamberger

Jack & Patricia Woodard

Carol Honeywell

Carrie Schroeder & Thomas Ruehle

Lynn & Ken Zehnder

Barb & Tom Jansz

Gary & Cammy Seamans

Membership is very important in sustaining our work
At the May annual meeting, we reported a total of 435 active members. 104 of them are members because they receive a free oneyear membership when they adopt from us. 356 of our active members are from Illinois, 38 from Iowa, and 12 from Wisconsin.
Galena, Stockton, and Elizabeth (in that order) account for over half the Illinois memberships. Although we adopt out pets to
different parts of the country, we are primarily a resource in and for Jo Daviess country.
Basic membership in Safe Haven starts with dues of $20 a year – a price that hasn’t changed since the beginning. Member dues
come in two forms. One is an annual renewal; the other, called Sponsor-a-Pet, is generally monthly through a credit card donation.
The later are sustaining members since their monthly contributions provide us regular reliable income. If you are (or were) a
member, the date your membership expires is printed on the back of the newsletter (for Sponsor-a-Pet it’s basically a reminder of
when your membership started).
Membership dues account for on the order of 15% of our annual income and it has the advantage of providing predictable monthly
income. Because the income we receive from adoptions and events like our Gala is uneven, month to month, dues income helps
more than that percentage might indicate.
Please keep your membership current – or if you don’t have one or it has lapsed, start one. If you have a friend or neighbor who
loves cats and dogs, tell them about us and encourage them to join you in your support.

In Memory of…….
In memory of Chuck Kevton
-Jeanne Lecker
In memory of Deanna Hardacre, Safe
Haven was one of her favorite charities
-Lauri Allen, Successor Trustee

In memory of Terry Slaughter,

May
she be reunited with her beloved animals who
have gone before in peace and love

-Deb Kelly
-Connie Allendorf &
Colleen Yonda
-Bill Slaughter
-Barbara & Robert
Johnson

In memory of Junior, beloved cat of Amy
VenHorst & Nick Smith
-Wilford & Linda Enders

In memory of Candy, our poodle
that passed 3 years ago at age 17
-Rosetta Fuchs

In memory of Mary Beth Ackerman
-Gary & Kathy Kramer

In memory of our sweet kitty,
Beaujolais
-Nancy Willett and Marie
Wright

In memory of Lucy (19 yrs old) & Spotty
(15 yrs old)
-Terry Maderak
In memory of and honor of Lady &
Meggie Meg
-Nancy Peterson
Three maple trees in memory of Bogie
poodle
-John & Jane Klinkner
In memory of Mary Turner
-Joyce Schoenhard

In memory of Sally W. Clark
-Mr. John F. Clark
In memory of Sam, Beloved 26 year
old horse of Amy VenHorst

In memory of Raundle “Ron” Ericson
-Tom Watson
-Karen Mitton Allison
-John & Rose Lorenzen
-Myra Linton
In memory of Gerald Wilkinson
-Mary Wachter
In memory of Arnie HartwickDembrowski ...Sorely missed on Rocky
Hill Road

- Jim & Missy Boho

In Honor of…….
Taylor Brown’s 21st Birthday
-Steve & Dianne Allendorf,
Baron, Lucy & lily
Big Sky Farm Cemetery
-Alisa Renne Cahill &
Ruth Bruce-Boehler

In memory of Maggie, beloved dog of Carol Honeywell’s July Birthday
Jan Kuehl & Larry McHenry
-her sister, Mary Cathryn
-Linda Enders
Buckton
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Non-Profit Org.

1471 U.S. Highway 20

U.S. Postage

Elizabeth, Illinois 61028

PAID

815-858-2265

Dubuque,Iowa

www.safehavenforpets.org
info@safehavenforpets.org

Permit #477

Your address label at the right contains the date
your membership is due.
Is it time to renew your membership?
If so, please do it today by using the form below.
Thank You

~

$15
$20

The animals depend on you…Remember Safe Haven in your will ~

Who’s Who at Safe Haven

Membership

Senior/Student
Individual

$30
$100

Jeannette Thraen
Taylor Brown
Anne Marie James
Randy Rasmussen
Kristi Kamailo
Katie Hoffman

Family
Patron

Donation Form
$______ Spay/Neuter Fund
$______ Food Bank
$______ Sponsor-A-Pet ($10 or more)
$______ Other _____________
$______ Memorial Gift in honor of __________________________________
Name
Street Address
City

State

Phone

Zip

Cell Phone

Email Address

Shelter Manager
Cat Coordinator
Admin. Assistant
Shelter Assistant
Shelter Assistant
Shelter Assistant

Board of Directors
Tricia Bianchetta
Barb Jansz
John Klinkner
Julie Moore
Deb Kelly
Carol Scarpelli
Dan Smith
Linda Weeder
Sam Smith
Al Hendren

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director

Shelter Hours

Payment:

Check (enclosed)
Credit Card:

Credit Card Number

Monday – Saturday 10 am - 3 pm
Expiration Date

Closed Sundays
Or By Appointment

Authorized
Signature

Mission Statement
Safe Haven’s mission is to provide a haven
and treatment for adoptable cats and dogs,
place them in suitable homes, increase
awareness of the humane treatment of
animals and promote spay and neuter
programs to reduce the overpopulation of
cats and dogs in Jo Daviess County.

Check this box if you want your donation to be anonymous.
Make Checks payable to: Safe Haven
Send form and payment to: Safe Haven
1471 U.S. Highway 20
Elizabeth, Illinois 61028
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